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Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  

Roll Call. Board Members: Chair Laura Graham, Bill Eichenberg, Cindie Green, 

Jennifer Jansen, Jill Lukes, Scott McDonald, Deb Vandrasik, and Council Liaison 

Terry Duncan were present. Linda Hummel and Donna McCaffrey were excused. 

 

Guest speakers Brett Iafigliola and Gary Galauner 

Mr. Galauner introduced himself and stated he lives on Lindbergh Blvd. and has 

three boys. He was disappointed after he moved here that the city has no recreation 

center.   He said that they are very outside people but when the weather is bad there 

is no place to go indoors.  Mr. Galauner said that they have used the gym at Falls 

Lenox from time to time to play basketball. His wife belongs to Powerhouse and 

pays $32.00 per month and why can’t they have that here?  He also stated that they 

pay to rent batting cages.  Mr. Galauner stated that he got together with Mr. Iafigliola 

and they started talking and they would like to propose a recreation center.  Mr. 

Iafigliola stated that he also has three children and he is also involved in city 

government but his purpose here today is as a resident and as a parent.  Mr. Iafigliola 

said he wanted to compliment the board on the work they do on the parades and other 

functions.  Everyone does a great job.  He stated that the community however does 

not have a rec center and why don’t we?  Mr. Iafigliola stated that in their circle of 

contacts he and Mr. Galauner came to the same conclusion that this community does 

not have a rec center.  He said that he does not know the whole history because he 

has only lived here for ten years but in the time that he has lived here, there is the 

OCC next door but it is an inadequate facility.   He went on to say that there are a 

number of cities that have done this very same thing and are doing this.  Mr. 

Iafigliola stated North Olmsted has a tax levy on the ballot coming up for a recreation 

levy as does Broadview Heights.  Mr. Iafigliola stated there are two questions that 

everyone asks when the idea of a rec center comes up.   How are we paying for it and 

where are you putting it.   We are here tonight to answer the where question.  He said 

you can’t get to the funding unless you know where it will be.  Mr. Iafigliola stated 

that this board has the authority to make recommendations to council which is why 
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we are here tonight.   Mr. Iafigliola stated there were several reasons for the site that 

they are suggesting.  Economic development, accessibility by vehicle and pedestrian 

and close to other community events.   There are two sites that are available, behind 

the Service Garage on Columbia and also the site next to the Library here on 

Mapleway.  Mr. Iafigliola handed out areal photos of both sites.    He went on to 

explain that the site on Columbia Rd. behind the Service Garage is not readily 

connected to anything else in town.  He feels that this site is suitable but not 

preferred.  The site that he and Mr. Galauner are proposing is on page three of the 

handout.  They both feel that this site meets the criteria, has economic development 

advantage, short walk to downtown, good accessibility, plenty of parking.  Mr. 

Iafigliola went on to explain the third page of the handout which shows baseball 

diamonds, rec building, parking and so on.  Mr. Iafigliola stated that North Olmsted 

is putting a levy on that is requesting funding and as an example, 80/20. Eighty 

percent to build a new facility and 20% for improving existing fields whether it be 

baseball/tennis or other fields. In his opinion what he is proposing has sufficient 

parking.  He went on to explain how the parking is figured.    He stated that next to 

the facility is 36,000 sq. feet for future expansion or passive recreation.  Mr. 

Iafigliola stated that the design was to appeal to as many people as possible. Mr. 

Iafigliola went on to explain the different features of the preliminary proposed 

building with areas for basketball/tennis/volleyball and space for free 

weight/yoga/dance and many other uses.    Mr. Iafigliola stated that the main purpose 

here today is to have this board recommend to council that this location be 

considered for the recreation center.  The next phase would be the planning for how it 

could be paid for and how this would be managed.   Mr. Iafigliola asked the board if 

they had any questions.    

 

Ms. Graham stated she and Mr. Iafigliola spoke extensively earlier in the week and 

she does not feel there is any harm in exploring this idea.  The board was entirely on 

board with this venture.  Discussion ensued regarding the details of the plan and the 

property being for sale.  

 

Ms. Duncan stated that the City does own this portion of the property and gave a 

brief history of the marketing of this property.  She feels that there has not been an 
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offer on this property in the years it has been marketed, but any agreement with 

Council could be written as to allow a sale if there is a better use brought forward 

until the rec center is actually approved and funded.  She felt that if this board 

believes in this that they should recommend to council.  Ms. Green asked that once 

this is recommended to council what the next step is.  Mr. Iafigliola stated he is an 

engineer and he is also the chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission (P & Z) 

for Olmsted Falls .He feels that this board has the authority to recommend this to 

council.  Then he would like to go to P & Z as early as April 18th with the proposal as 

well. If P & Z was on board then he feels that there would be two distinct boards 

recommending this land for the purpose of recreation.   

 

Mr. McDonald feels that in order for this to work that Olmsted Township and the 

schools would have to be on board as well.  Ms. Jansen stated that she feels that this 

is something that people have expressed an interest in, but getting the funds will be 

the issue and having the communities work together will be as well.  Discussion 

ensued regarding the funding and interest in this project.   

 

Ms. Green made the following motion:  “As an inherent duty of the Parks & 

Recreation Board of the City of Olmsted Falls, I would like to make a motion to 

recommend to City Council of Olmsted Falls that the vacant City-owned land 

situated north of City Hall near the Library (pp# 281-15-006) be committed for the 

purpose of constructing a dedicated Recreation and Community Center  Building 

and related improvements, with the exception that important issues such as 

funding and governance are addressed in due time during the course of this due 

diligence process.” Seconded by Mr. McDonald.   Poll: 7 ayes, 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

 Mr. Iafigliola stated that he would like to appear before the P & Z board by April 

18th and would like to have as many board members present in support as possible.  

Mr. Iafigliola and Mr. Galauner thanked the board for letting them speak here 

tonight. 
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Approval of Minutes – March.  The minutes were approved as written.   

 

 

Memorial Day Parade, Monday May 28th – Jill Lukes chair, lineup at 9:00 am at 

Falls Lenox, step off at 9:30 

 Memorial Day Ceremony, following parade,  Monday May 28th – 

Scott McDonald chair 

Ms. Duncan stated that she did find out about another person who was killed in action 

during the Vietnam War.  The gentleman lived in Westview at the time and then the 

cities merged.  So we need to add his name to the list.   She also stated that Mr. Rick 

Adler is on board for Memorial Day speaker.   Ms. Duncan stated that the Service 

Department will put the bunting on the gazebo just a few days before the event.  Ms. 

Lukes said that she has 2 students on board for singing the national anthem and the 

band is confirmed.  Troop 201 will do the flags as well as participate in the parade are 

confirmed. 

It was suggested that the Girl Scouts accompany Mr. Eichenberg to the bridge to 

continue the ceremony.  The girls could each announce their name and drop the flower 

to the river for the branch of service that they are representing.  Mr. Eichenberg stated 

that 2 dozen flowers should do it.  Mr. McDonald stated that Mr. Dolphin of Olmsted 

Community Church will do the Benediction.  

 

Ms. Lukes stated that she is making a list of the things that she needs to put forth on 

the checklist such as the water.  Discussion ensued regarding weather a program is 

needed for Memorial Day or not.   

 

Music at E. River, last Sunday of the month - Cindie Green & Linda Hummel co-

chairs 

o Sunday, June 24th,6:00-8:00 pm,  Paradise Sunset Band 

o Sunday, July 29th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm,  Swing City 

o Sunday, August 26th, 6:00 to 8:00  pm, Canyon Wind 

Ms. Green stated that all the contracts were received.  She also stated that she spoke 

with Ann Reichle from Angelina’s and Nancy of Swayberry Patch Bakery and they 

will both be at the concerts.  Ms. Green stated that she will be putting the events on the 

P/R Friends Facebook.   Ms. Green would also like to have a couple of vendors at the 

concerts as well and is trying to contact several.  If anyone else has any vendors/crafters 

please let her know.  

 

4th of July-parade line-up, Wednesday – open line-up at 11:00 am at Falls Lenox, 

step off at 11:30.  
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4th of July ice cream social, following parade, Wednesday – Laura Graham & 

Cindie Green co-chairs 

Will have more information next month.  

FYI – Heritage Days, August 2nd-5th 

 

Falls Day, Sunday October 7th- open, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

o Citizen of the Year – open 

Ms. Lukes reworked the Citizen of the Year nomination form and will forward 

everyone a copy. 

 

Christmas Tree Lighting, Sunday December 2nd, 5:00 pm – Laura Graham and 

Linda Hummel co-chairs.    No additional info at this time. 

 

Council Liaison Report.  Ms. Duncan stated the budget has been approved.  She also 

asked for volunteers for Flag Football Program and Summer Art Program.  She 

explained how the programs work and that the volunteer would basically be a liaison 

between the running of whoever is hired to run the program and the P/R board.   We 

have very little information at this time, but it was suggested that we contact the people 

who ran last year’s programs to see if they were interested in doing it again.  Mr. 

Mentle ran the Flag Football program and did a wonderful job.  Jamie Paulker of Pinots 

Pallet ran the Art program and it was very successful as well.  More information to 

come on both of these programs.   

 

Chairman report 

No additional report 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:55 pm 

 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

Laura Graham, Chair     Aimee Stone, Secretary 


